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me: ‘‘ Teach me; I shall retain it better than he;”
and, joining his hands, he pronounced the blessing
at the table.

Once, while he was working on Sunday, I told him
that God forbade work upon certain days; he said:
‘“ Teach me those days, [40] and I shall keep them.”
Reading the Commandments of God in his cabin,
when I came to that one which commands children to
obey their father and mother, he turned toward his,
and signed to them to listen. Having heard that
other Commandment, ‘‘ Thou shalt not kill,” he told
me some one had tried to incite him to murder; but,
seeing that it was an evil deed, he did not wish to
do it. That was another conversation.

Pierre Pastedechouan has told us that his grand-
mother used to take pleasure in relating to him the
astonishment of the Natives, when they saw for the
first time a French ship arrive upon their shores.
They thought it was a moving Island; they did not
know what to say of the great sails which made it
go ; their astonishment was redoubled in seeing a
number of men on deck. The women [41] at once
began to prepare houses for them, as is their custom
when new guests arrive, and four canoes of Savages
ventured to board these vessels. They invited the
Frenchmen to come into the houses which had been
made ready for them, but neither side understood the
other. They were given a barrel of bread or biscuit.
Having brought it on shore they examined it; and,
finding no taste in it, threw it into the water. In a
word, they were as much astonished as was the King
of Calecut, in olden times, when he saw the first
European ship nearing his shores; for, having sent
some one to investigate the character and appearance



